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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

706-781-3015 • 417 Blue Ridge Street
Book Online at www.vagaro.com/salontru
Susan Anderson • Glory McGinn

Lindsey Gaylord • Sarah Jane Serra
Valorie Carter • Sasha Watson

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

706•400•2988Give a special gift to the horse 
enthusiasts in your life

Save 20% on gift 
certificates over $70 

Mention this Ad ~ Reservations Required  
Cannot be combined with other offers 

Book a 1 hour ride in 
December for $25 (cash)  

$28 credit card 

Offer Expires 12/24/2016 

Guided Horseback Rides 
Holiday Special and Gift Certificates 

Call 706-745-5252 

 www.TrackrockStables.com 

Declare your financial
independence. Call today.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Serving Towns, Union & Clay Counties
blueridgepaintingservices.com

706-970-1409

SAVE 20% 
on Interior Repainting
if you Reserve before December 15th

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED 706-781-2805

Owner/Breeder:
Joe McGinnis

Deer Foot Farms
234 Deer Foot Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

USDA Inspected
Meat by 1/2, Whole or by Lb.

callent.beefalo@hotmail.com

THANK YOU 
SHERRY BUSTEED
of Remax Town & Country
for all that you’ve done!

Sincerely,
the Cornells

SHERRY BUSTEED
706-745-8097 OFFICE
706-781-5815 CELL

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Hearing Tests - Evaluations - Consults 

Let us service your hearing devices 
in our state of the art hearing lab!

Call us today 706-835-9213
Hearing Solutions of North Georgia

63 Plott Street, Unit D, Blairsville, GA
(Located next to Chick-fil-A on Hwy. 515)

Proudly serving the community and tri-state area since 2000

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.
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Cruisers...continued from Page 1AGurtler...from Page 1A

against the 2017 state budget, 
explaining his concern for 
the disbursement of funds 
throughout the budget. 

According to Gurtler, 
the budget no longer prioritizes 
what he thinks is best for the 
state of Georgia, therefore 
requiring a reworking of the 
arrangement of funds. 

“Georgia is a balanced 
budget state,” said Gurtler. 
“But, if we keep wasting 
money, it doesn’t really matter 
how balanced it is if the money 
isn’t prioritized. 

“When I worked with 
Stephen (Allison), we’d open 
up the budget and nine times 
out of 10 we’d see something 
that was simply not the proper 
role of government. It concerns 
me as a conservative. So, 
unless something drastically 
changes, I’m going to vote 
against the budget.”

Gurtler went on to 
explain that he understood 
that his decision to do so is 
controversial, and that some of 
his constituents may disagree 
with his decision. However, he 
did say that he felt it was his 
duty to do what he felt best for 
the state, and that he could not 
in good conscience vote for 
something that he saw as an 
improper use of government. 

“There is room for 

compromise, of course,” said 
Gurtler. “But, this has gone so 
far past what the government 
is supposed to be doing in its 
proper role, I feel like I have 
to (vote against it).

“I don’t think I’m going 
to be alone in this, but as John 
Adams said, you have to stand 
on your principles, even if 
you stand alone. So, that’s 
what I plan to do this coming 
session.” 

In conjunction with the 
pending state budget, Gurtler 
alluded to the fact that the 
recently defeated Amendment 
1 concerning the state’s right 
to intervene in school systems 
the state deems as failing will 
be a topic of discussion in 
Atlanta come January.

While the majority of 
Georgia citizens voted against 
the proposed amendment in 
the recent election, there is 
still a significant amount of 
state legislators who feel it 
would be in the best interest of 
public education to implement 
the program. 

“What concerns me is, 
the people voted on it, into a 
referendum, and it was shot 
down,” said Gurtler. “I think 
the legislature is going to try 
and bypass this. So, we have 
to be watching out for that as 
well. But I will keep you guys 
informed.”

Another  key point 
that Gurtler brought up was 
something he often spoke 
on throughout the course of 
his campaign – his desire to 
repeal the $5 hotel tax, which 
he will be presenting to the 
General Assembly in January. 
According to Gurtler, this tax 

is harmful to the economy of 
District 8 due to the unique 
tourist attractions that come 
with being in a mountainous 
region. 

“It takes money that 
should be put back into the 
private sector,” said Gurtler. 
“If my bill passes, I want to 
repeal the law of the $5 hotel 
tax. It would bring $168,000 
back into the private sector. 
I think that’s what we need 
to do. If it doesn’t pass, at 
least people will be talking 
about it.” 

In conclusion, Gurtler 
promised full transparency 
to his constituents, saying he 
hopes to build a relationship 
with local area media to help 
keep residents well-informed 
with state politics, as well as 
create a forum for patrons to 
voice opinions concerning 
local matters. 

“I want to tell you 
what’s going on,” said Gurtler. 
“I want to let you know what’s 
happening in the session, what 
bills are important, what bills 
I’m voting on. I’ll also have 
that information updated on 
my website as well. 

“Every single bill that I 
vote on, a yes or no vote, will 
have an explanation behind it 
so you’ll know exactly what’s 
going on. I really want to keep 
you guys informed about 
everything that’s happening 
in Atlanta.” 

Before closing, Gurtler 
shared his gratitude for the 
continuous support he has 
received from the community, 
and says he looks forward to 
serving in the coming year.

Mary’s Southern Grill in Young Harris packed them in Friday, as dozens gathered to hear what 
their newly elected state representative had to say.

and friends.
“Without the support 

of the community, a lot of 
these families wouldn’t have 
a Christmas,” Barley said. 
“All of the money we raise 
throughout the year, the money 
we get from the car raffle, it all 
goes to helping these kids out. 
We have a lot of local sponsors 
that help us out, as well.”

A few of the sponsors 
that  Barley and Tanner 
mentioned were Walmart, 
Chick-fil-A, O’Reilly’s Auto 
Parts, Home Depot, the Union 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
and the Blairsville Police 
Department.

However, the Blairsville 
Cruisers wanted to make the 
community aware that they 
will be submitting a “Thank 
You” article soon to the North 
Georgia News that will include 
the complete list of sponsors.

“I want to make sure 
that I don’t leave any sponsors 
out because we have such 
a long list of sponsors that 
helped make this possible,” 
Barley added.

The number of children 
that participate in this event 
has grown each year, with 
approximately 35 kids taking 
part in 2013. That number 
continued to grow, with 40 to 
50 kids each of the next two 
years, and 65 in 2016. 

After the kids are chosen 
by the school system and show 
up for their special day, they 
are taken by bus to Walmart 
on the last Friday before 
Christmas Vacation, where 
they break off into groups that 
are accompanied by volunteers 
from the Blairsville Cruisers 
and Union County Schools. 

This year the cruisers 
were joined by volunteers 
from the Union County 

Sheriff’s Office, Blairsville 
Police Department, employees 
from the school, as well as 
employees of Walmart and 
others who just wanted to lend 
a helping hand.

After shopping for 
approximately an hour, the 
children take their shopping 
carts through the checkout 
line, and as Tanner already 
said, the Cruisers “pay their 
bill.”

Shop With A Cruiser 
i sn’t  the  only  way the 
Blairsville Cruisers give 
back to the community – they 
support the Union County 
Food Bank, they help out 
needy families during the year 
by providing food, assisting 
with gas and power bills, 
and they have even assisted 
with funeral costs for local 
families. 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e 
Blairsville Cruisers give 
away scholarships to high 
school seniors. Last May, the 
Cruisers awarded eight $500 
scholarships to local high 
schoolers.

Walmart also plays a 
vital role in the community 
through their Volunteerism 
A l w a y s  P a y s  ( V. A . P. ) 
program. 

According to Walmart 
Personnel Coordinator Alice 
Patterson, “Our associates 
volunteer their time so the 
company can give a large 
check to the organization that 
we work for. We (Blairsville 
Walmart) gave $5,000 to the 
Shop With A Cruiser, the 
Shop With A Cop, and we 
gave $5,000 to the Children’s 
Miracle Network."

Walmart cashiers Wanda 
Hollis and Ashley Mathis 
enjoyed volunteering their 
time with the Shop With A 
Cruiser and Shop With A Cop 
programs this year.

“Working the checkout 
line for these events is so 
heartwarming, because many 
of these kids are getting 
presents that they can put 
back for their baby brother or 
sister, or their moms and dads, 
instead of for themselves,” 
Hollis said.

Every year, the Blairsville Cruisers raise money to make sure the children of Union County 
don’t have to go without for Christmas. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

The Blairsville Cruisers took a group of students shopping on 
Friday, Dec. 16, to Walmart. Photo/Lowell Nicholson

The Union/Towns Coun-
ty Tea Party now meets the 4th 
Tuesday of each month, 7 PM 
at the Haralson Civic Center. NT(Dec21,Z1)CA

Union/Towns
Tea Party meeting


